In these chambers numerous vessels of crude manufacture were found, together with two thin basalt discs beautifully engraved with anthropomorphic figures, one dressed in a jaguar costume, another as a bird (Figs. 2, 3) . These discs have Gulf Coast stylistic influence and show evidence of having been inlaid with other material, which is missing. Both the clay vessels and discs were broken intentionally when placed in the chambers. The discs appear to have been mirror backs.
THE IMPORTANCE OF CAVES IN MESOAMERICA
The cave is the symbol of creation, of life itself; the religious history of Mesoamerica is impregnated with this theme. Representations of caves abound in the pictorial codices, both historical and religious, and the large number of place glyphs containing the symbol for caves indicate that they constituted an important element in town sites (Fig. 4) . In much of Mexican mythology, the earth's womb from which ethnic groups sprang was a cavern or series of caverns. It was called Chicomoztoc, which means literally, in Nahuatl, "In the Seven Caves," from chicome (seven) and oztotl (cave). The cave was, and still is, highly revered as the womb of the earth, especially if there is a spring within it, inasmuch as life-giving water also springs from the maternal womb. As a woman remarks in one ofthe Huehuetlatolli texts collected by Sahagun, "we who are women . . . In us is a cave, a gorge ..." (1969, VI: 118 conjectures that this number could refer to tribal divisions or places of reunion for chieftains. Actually, the number of caves is unimportant, it is the cave symbol that counts. In La Esparlola (Haiti) tradition refers to two caves: all the men came out of the first, women from the second (Pane 1963:50) . The pictorial codices in Mexico depict some of the emergence scenes (Figs. 5, 6,  7) . Some of these representations show the caves in the form of a flower, a point we will return to later (Fig. 8) .
Oztoman
Oracles frequently were located in caverns. In Chalcatzingo, Morelos, a rock carving dating from ca. 600 B.C. shows a figure (Fig. 8) shows an amazing parallel, in spite ofthe difference in the number of chambers.
As in Guerrero, the four flower-form end chambers may have been regarded as the abode of the winds and rains and storage place for colored maize (Cincalco), all of these associated with cardinal directions and earth-fertility gods.
Since the Codex Xolotl gives as the glyph for Teotihuacan two pyramids over a cave (Dibble 1951 :22, Pl. 1) (Fig. 10) 
ASSOCIATION OF WATER-EARTH DEITIES WITH THE PYRAMID OF THE SUN
The colossal statue of Chalchiuhtlicue, the water goddess, was discovered near the Pyramid of the Moon. Both pyramids may originally have been dedicated to water-earth deities (in part, because of the cave-spring underneath the Sun Pyramid), or to the Mother Goddess?who was Tlaloc's wife before she was stolen by Tezcatlipoca?in her role of Earth-Water-Moon goddess.
Although it is possible that an early fertility cult was later displaced by a Sun-worshipping one, my own feeling is that sky and earth were inseparable in ancient myth and thought; Sahagun refers to the Sun-Earth as one: "in tonatiuh in tlaltecuhtli" (1969, VI: 172) . The flower form ofthe end chambers relate to the Mother Goddess since the flower, symbolizing the four quarters and the center as well as creation, was also her insignia.
THE CAVE ASSOCIATED WITH THE RISE OF TEOTIHUACAN
It would seem that a holy shrine in itself, however, no matter how popular, is not sufficient cause for a city to spring up around it. Optimum ecological and economic conditions must also be present. Although the rise and fall of Teotihuacan will not be discussed here, the creation of an important city-state depends upon many factors. Regarding the last possibility, skeletal remains are conspicuous by their absence and even cremation leaves tiny bones, to say nothing of ashes. Nevertheless, the floor ofthe entire cave has not been explored to bedrock, and new evidence may turn up.
It is impossible to say at this moment whether or not a cult within the cavern, which must have been of extreme importance, was substituted at one time by a cult in a new center of worship that took the Teotihuacanos and visiting pilgrims a short distance to the north, to the Pyramid of the Moon. Only exploration at the latter site will throw light upon this question. 
